
p r e s e rve  the  p l aces  that  t e l l  Our  s tOr i e s

E stablished in 1966, when many of Lexing-
ton’s buildings were threatened with dem-

olition through neglect, Historic Lexington 
Foundation’s activities have included:

 3 Acquiring threatened buildings, protecting 
them from further decay and attaching ease-
ments — then reselling them to caring, com-
mitted, history-minded owners;

 3 Lobbying for zoning protections, notably the 
 National Historic District program, which 
became the basis of Lexington’s  renaissance;

 3 Encouraging and financially supporting 
respectful preservation plans for historic 
properties owned by others, such as homes, 
churches, places of business, schools and lo-
cal cemeteries; and 

 3 Educating present and future friends of Lex-
ington, Buena Vista and Rockbridge about 
the civic, cultural, social and economic sig-
nificance of the historic buildings they see 
around them every day.

Here are some of the activities your membership 
in Historic Lexington Foundation supports.

h i s t o r i c  p r e s e r vat i o n

Beaumont on Lee Avenue: Its threatened  destruction 
in the mid-1960s sparked the creation of  Historic 
 Lex ing ton Foundation. The resulting community-wide 
effort succeeded in saving the c. 1824 house.

On our cover: Mantel (detail), protected by a foun da- 
tion easement, in the Hopkins House, c. 1845.

Preservation is why we were created. The  Alexander- 
Withrow House, above, c. 1790, was the first building 
HLF restored. Among the most recent to receive major 
renovation support from the Founda tion are the Gospel 
Way Church of God in Christ, be low left, once Lexing-
ton’s first Catholic church; an antebellum slave dwelling 
at Verdant Acres, in northern Rockbridge, shown directly 
below; and the c. 1823 Hamilton School, on South Buf-
falo Creek, bottom.

j o i n  u s  !

Historic Lexington Foundation



e d u c at i o n
The Foundation published two coffee table books on the 
architecture of Lexington (1977) and Rockbridge County 
(2015) and two anthologies of interviews with area Af-
rican American elders. We also sponsor seminars, talks, 
workshops, exhibitions and tours that explore sites and 
themes of historical significance.

fa ç a d e  g r a n t s
HLF and Lexington jointly manage an endowment fund 
that supports improvements to building façades. Among 
beneficiaries to date are, clockwise from left, the First 
Baptist Church; Lawyers Row in Courthouse Square;  
the Campbell House; 
and the north store-
fronts on Washington 
Street between Main 
and Jefferson.

e a s e m e n t s

Perpetual easements negotiated by HLF assure the future 
integrity of historic properties. In addition to the mantel 
shown on the cover of this brochure, the Foundation 
is re sponsible for almost two dozen easements, among 
them (clockwise from top left) the Reid-White-Philbin 
House, Hopkins Green, the Davidson-Tucker House, the 
Lexington  Presbyterian Manse and the Central Hotel.

Settlement at timber Grove
timber Grove, two miles northeast, is believed 
to be the rst European American settlement in 
what is now Rockbridge County. The community, 
composed mainly of Scots-Irish immigrants, had 
been formed by the late 1730s. Presbyterian 
minister John Craig, who traveled extensively in 
the backcountry, baptized several residents in 
1741, and a meetinghouse had been constructed by 
1748. A small cemetery is the only remnant of this 
settlement. In 1755-56, community members built 
the stone Timber Ridge Presbyterian Church here. 
John Mackey, traditionally regarded as the area’s 
rst European settler, is buried in this church’s 
cemetery; his gravestone is signicant because of 

its age and craftsmanship.

Historic Lexington Foundation 
15 South Jefferson St.
P.O. Box 901
Lexington 24450

m a r k e r s
HLF places markers on historic buildings and, in coop-
eration with the state, highway sgns on public sites of 
major significance.

(540) 463-6832

www.HistoricLexington.org

z o n i n g   p r o t e c t i o n s
It was largely thanks 
to HLF that in 1971 
Lexington adopted 
zoning protections 
specifically for its his-
toric commercial and 
residential areas. As 
a result, downtown 
changed from drab 
(above) to stunning (below). Nearly 50 years later, HLF 
spurred the historic district’s enlargement.

Conserving historic cemeteries in  
Rockbridge County and in Lexington (Evergreen, left; Oak 
Grove, right) is a key HLF activity — both restoring dam-
aged markers and improving the grounds in general. 

c e m e t e r i e s


