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Putting a Human Face to Slavery in Rockbridge 
County

Each May for National Preservation Month, HLF conducts 
a series of events that the organization thinks will be of 
interest to and educational for our community. Regrettably, 

in 2021 HLF had to cancel its May events due to COVID-19. Building 
on those earlier plans, the organization will sponsor an exceptional 
series of events in 2022. The events focus on the institution 
of slavery and the need to preserve the history and the built 
environment associated with slavery in Rockbridge County.

Enslaved people worked in the industries in the area known today 
as Jordan’s Point, participated in the construction of some of the 
area’s finest antebellum homes, labored in the fields in support of 
the area’s agricultural economy, and operated the furnaces and 
forges in places like Buffalo Forge. That is documented, but less is 
known about those enslaved individuals and their families. HLF 
hopes this May’s events will provide insights into some of these 
humans and to the places they worked and where they lived.

Preservation Month events begin on May 7 with STILL 
STANDING: Brownsburg’s Slave Houses, an opportunity for the 
public to visit five sites in the Brownsburg area with extant former 
slave houses. In 2020, HLF worked with Virginia Humanities and the 
organization “Saving Slave Places” to document these structures. In 
cooperation with the owners of these properties and in partnership 
with the Brownsburg Museum, HLF is pleased to open the slave 
houses to visitors on Saturday, May 7 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Each site will have docents who will speak to visitors on the 
architecture of the slave houses and the people who resided 
there. Among the participants, we expect to have one or more 
descendants of the people enslaved in these places. Participants 

are invited to visit the Brownsburg Museum to sign in and pick up 
brochures with instructions for driving to the sites. The tour is free.

On May 14 at 2 p.m. at the First Baptist Church in Lexington, HLF 
is pleased to host a public presentation by Lucia (Cinder) Stanton 
entitled From the Little Mountain: The Enslaved Families of 
Monticello and Beyond. Ms. Stanton will draw on the results of a 
thirty-year oral history project to shed light on life in the cabins and 
workshops of Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello. Her talk will explore 
the ways the enslaved men, women, and children survived and 
resisted the harsh realities of slavery. The “Getting Word” oral history 
project, which she directed, revealed the remarkable strength of 
family bonds in the face of these realities. How did Monticello’s 
enslaved families maintain those bonds and, at the same time, hold 
on to hopes of freedom, two goals often incompatible under the 
institution of slavery? These issues will be illustrated by members 
of the well-known Hemings family, descendants of Sally Hemings, 
some of whom have lived in Lexington over the last two centuries.

Ms. Stanton retired in 2012 as Shannon Senior Historian at 
Monticello, where she worked for over 30 years. She is the author 
of Those Who Labor for My Happiness: Slavery at Thomas Jefferson’s 
Monticello, a collection of essays on Jefferson the slaveholder and 
plantation manager, the enslaved families of Monticello, and some 
of their descendants. From 1993, she directed “Getting Word,” a 
continuing research and oral history project that seeks to learn 
about Monticello’s African-American families through interviews 
with their descendants—over 200 to date.

On May 28, Charles Dew, author of the acclaimed book, Bond of 
Iron: Master and Slave at Buffalo Forge, will speak at 2 p.m. at Falling 

Brick slave house and period log house stand on the  
old McChesney farm, one of the sites on the May 7 tour. 

(Photo courtesy of Isabelle Chewning)
Castle Carberry, now known as Verdant Acres 

Farm, slave quarters will be open on May 7.
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Spring Presbyterian Church, south of Lexington on Falling Spring 
Road off Rt. 11. Following his presentation, Dr. Dew has agreed 
to a book signing of Bond of Iron. Participants will then have an 
opportunity to visit nearby Buffalo Forge, thanks to the property’s 
owners.

Dr. Dew, as the title of his book describes, will speak about the 
masters and slaves at Buffalo Forge. William Weaver and Daniel 
and Emma Brady, all from Pennsylvania, are one side of the story, 
and the slave families the other. As in Bond of Iron, Dr. Dew looks 
at the enslaved families who worked in iron-making and farming 
operations for Weaver and Brady, and the individual workers, 
including Sam Williams and Garland Thompson.

A native of St. Petersburg, Florida, Dr. Dew is Ephraim Williams 
Professor of American History, Emeritus, at Williams College. He 
has a PhD from Johns Hopkins University with a concentration in 
the American South, the Civil War, and Reconstruction. He studied 
there under the noted historian C. Vann Woodward. In 1970–1971, 
he was a Visiting Associate Professor at the University of Virginia. His 
most recent book is The Making of a Racist: A Southerner Reflects on 
Family, History, and the Slave Trade.

HLF board member Joan Harden stands in 
front of Mt. Pleasant at Buffalo Forge.

Buffalo Forge slave dwellings can be visited following 
Charles Dew's presentation on May 28.

The slave house at Whitehall can be viewed on May 7 during  
STILL STANDING: Brownsburg Slave Houses.

The slave kitchen at Mulberry Grove can be 
experienced during the May 7 event.

Mulberry Row, which runs for 1,000 feet alongside the main house 
at Monticello, was the center of slavery and plantation life at the 

home of Thomas Jefferson, who owned more than 600 slaves.  
(Photo by Stephen Barling)

PRESERVATION MONTH EVENTS

May 7, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.—STILL STANDING: 
Brownsburg’s Slave Houses

May 14, 2 p.m.—From the Little Mountain: The 
Enslaved Families of Monticello and Beyond

May 28, 2 p.m.—Charles Dew Presentation and Book 
Signing


